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ABSTRACT : PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prolong the life of an electroluminescent element by 

setting both positive and negative polarity voltages of an alternating voltage in stepwise 
waveforms having at least three steps in both rising and falling voltage portions. 

SOLUTION: An atternating voltage E is applied between a transparent electrode of an 
electroluminescent element and an aluminum electrode to emit light. Here, the waveform 
of the voltage E is formed stepwise in both rising voltage portion EU and falling voltage 
portion ED. The half cycle on the positive polarity side and the half cycle on the negative 
polarity side of the voltage E are symmetric each other. The number of steps dividing the 
voltage E is appropnateiy set depending on conditions such as the characteristics of the 
electroluminescent element and the driving voltage. The number of steps may be small if, 
for example, the driving voltage is low and the light emitting layer has a long life. In effect, 
the object is to assure an extended life of the electroluminescent element, which is 
practically attained by setting the number of steps to at least three. 
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